Garden of the Gods’ towering sandstone formations
are a must-see for visitors to
Colorado Springs.

Colorado Springs offers
majestic scenery, historic
sites, and attractions to
please everyone.
By Maryann Hammers
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In 18 93, M assac hu s e t ts sc h o o lt e ach-

journeyed 2,000
miles by train to spend the summer as a visiting
professor at Colorado College. During her stay,
she rode a carriage up Pikes Peak and was filled
with wonder at the view from the summit. “The
far expanse of mountain ranges and the sea-like
sweep of plain,” she later wrote in her diary.
When she returned to her room at the Antlers
Hotel, she still was so moved she was inspired to
write a poem of praise for what she saw. That ode
became the anthem “America the Beautiful.”
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Like Bates, today’s visitors to Colorado Springs still marvel at the “purple mountain majesties.” They even
can stay at the Antlers, which was
already a landmark hotel in Bates’ day
(though the original structure built
by Gen. William Palmer, founder of
Colorado Springs, burned down, and
the hotel has been rebuilt twice).
Though it’s Colorado’s secondlargest city, Colorado Springs boasts
plenty of small-town charm and
walkable neighborhoods. A visit
here is infused with nostalgia, with
elegant Victorian homes and historic
railroads that chug their way to the
top of Pikes Peak and Old West mining towns. Plus, it’s among the nation’s most military-friendly cities.
It’s home to Cheyenne Mountain Air
Force Station, Fort Carson, Peterson
AFB, Schriever AFB, and the U.S. Air
Force Academy.
Consider these ideas for making
the most of your visit.

Scenic sites

Even factoring in car rental fees,
you might save money by flying into
Denver and then driving to Colorado
Springs. You can get there in just over
an hour via Interstate 25, but if you
have a little more time, bypass the
highway and try the slower, scenic
route. Head south on U.S. Highway
285 to County Road 126 through historic Pine Grove, which joins with
County Road 67 and passes through
Woodland Park, and continue onto
Colorado Springs. You’ll travel on
quiet, forested roads that wind
through rolling hills and open to stunning vistas along the Platte River. The
wildland is dotted by a few old-timey
small towns with not much more than
a country store, a fly shop, and maybe
a pizza joint or saloon. (The Bucksnort Saloon, just outside Pine Grove,
was a mercantile in the 1800s.)
For an entirely different landscape,
tour Garden of the Gods (www.gard
enofgods.com), a 480-acre public

park and national landmark. Once a
tribal meeting ground for the Utes,
the park’s towering sandstone formations were sculpted by millions of
years of erosion, earthquakes, wind,
and ancient seas. Stark and stunning,
the red-rock giants rise steeply from
the earth in odd, evocative shapes, inspiring admirers to bestow them with
names like Tower of Babel, Kissing
Camel, Sleeping Giant, and Rocking
Chair. The park has 15 miles of hiking
and paved trails, but visitors also can
drive through the park and marvel
from their car windows. The Garden
of the Gods visitor center is a popular
Colorado Springs’ attraction, offering maps, a café, nature exhibits, and
a 14-minute movie, “How Did Those
Red Rocks Get There?”

Attractions

Palmer, a highly decorated Civil War
hero and wealthy railroad baron, built
an impressive 67-room castle in the
foothills of Garden of the Gods. Today,
Glen Eyrie castle (www.gleneyrie.org)
is owned by the Navigators, an international, interdenominational Christian ministry, and is open to the public
for teas, tours, and retreats.
Equally captivating, Magic Town
(www.michaelgarman.com/magic_
town) captures a miniature, magical
moment in time through intricately
detailed shadowbox street scenes.
Thanks to sculptor Michael Garman’s
ingenious use of holographs, glass,
and mirrors, every constantly changing scene is infused with the sights
and sounds of working-class America

Save the date
MOAA’s 2013 annual
meeting is Nov. 14-16 at the
Antlers Hilton in Colorado
Springs, Colo. For more information about the event and
to register, see pages 17-18
or visit www.moaa.org/
2013annualmeeting.
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from the 1940s through the 1960s.
Around Thanksgiving, Christmas
props and sounds are added. It’s all
within the Michael Garman gallery,
where hundreds of clay sculptures,
collectibles, and shadowboxes — including several with a military theme
— are on display and for sale.
The Colorado Springs Pioneer
Museum (www.cspm.org), in the
restored 1903 El Paso County Courthouse, is a must-see for history buffs.

Ongoing and rotating exhibits offer
a glimpse into the city’s heritage,
culture, and art, from its beginnings
as a health resort for tuberculosis
patients through its mining and agricultural years, all the way to more
current events such as the devastating Waldo Canyon fire of
2012. And don’t forget to
enjoy a ride on the original 1913 Otis Birdcage
Elevator.

At the National Museum of World
War II Aviation (www.worldwarii
aviation.org), you can see 70-yearold aircraft being restored to their

Attractions near
Colorado Springs
include the Penny Arcade (right) and Glen
Eyrie (below), a 67room English Tudorstyle castle.
on the web
• Visit www.pinter
est.com/militaryoffi
cer and follow MOAA’s
“Rocky Mountain
High” Pinterest board
to see more Colorado
Springs attractions.

Pan for “gold” (above) at the Garden of the Gods Trading Post or check
out the work of local artists at the
Green Horse Gallery (top).
photos: clockwise from above, courtesy glen eyrie; courtesy Floyd O’Neil Photography;
courtesy Floyd O’Neil Photography; courtesy the garden of the gods trading post
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wine bar, and a first-Friday art walk
(www.bestartonttheavenue.com).

Dining

The Cadet Chapel at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs has
more than a half million visitors every year.
original glory. Located near Peterson AFB, the new museum contains
a vast repository of World War II
planes in various stages of reconstruction, from entirely disassembled
to nearly ready to soar, as well as
artifacts, uniforms, plane propellers and other parts, memorabilia,
vintage ads and posters, old newspapers, and photos. Everything here
reflects back to World War II, with a
special focus on the homefront.

Shopping

Just outside downtown Colorado
Springs, the small town of Manitou
Springs (www.manitousprings.org)
beckons. Its appealing historic district includes an entertaining mix
of high-end galleries and nostalgic
tourist traps — including an irresistible old-fashioned penny arcade.
Sample the water of several mineral
springs around downtown (www
.manitoumineralsprings.org). The
water was considered sacred by the
American Indians and curative by
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early explorers and settlers. Each
spring has its own unique mineral
taste (a great excuse to buy a souvenir mug). Stop in the local Chamber
of Commerce for a free walking map
of the springs, a content chart, and a
sampling cup.
The Garden of the Gods Trading
Post (www.gardenofthegodstrading
post.com), in Manitou Springs just
outside the park’s boundaries, has
made-in-Colorado items priced from
$5 to $5,000, from moccasins to souvenir mugs, plus jewelry, wall art,
wood carvings, and pottery handcrafted by local artisans.
Colorado City, now a historic
district within Colorado Springs,
at one time was a rip-roaring mining town known for its bars and
brothels. Today, Old Colorado City
(www.shopoldcoloradocity.com),
as the neighborhood now is called,
has become a shopping and dining
destination with turn-of-the-century
architecture, fun restaurants, eclectic
boutiques, international imports, a

For dessert cleverly disguised as
breakfast, enjoy a decadent morning
meal at Over Easy (www.rockymtnrg
.com/overeasy) in downtown Colorado Springs, where pancakes come
in flavors such as Hawaiian pineapple,
strawberry cheesecake, and blueberry
streusel. Can’t decide? With the “pancake flight,” you get to choose any
three. You’ll also find a brunch menu
that includes biscuits and gravy, mimosas, and robust coffee.
Crystal Park Cantina (www.crystal
parkcantina.com), slightly off the
beaten track in a residential neighborhood of Manitou Springs, mixes up
margaritas and makes Mexican fare
with a fresh, organic twist. On warm
sunny days, sit under the umbrellas
on the outdoor patio.
The Rabbit Hole (www.rabbit
holedinner.com), a late-night eatery in downtown Colorado Springs,
serves a full menu until 1:30 a.m.
to satisfy your midnight munchies,
plus it has a diverse wine list and an
eclectic, inventive menu.
Paravicini’s Italian Bistro (www
.paravicinis.com), a classic neighborhood Italian eatery in Old
Colorado City, boasts a comfy feel,
friendly service, and a room with a
gallery of Frank Sinatra photos, plus
authentic dishes made from Chef
Franco Pisani’s family recipes.
Judge Baldwin’s at the Antlers
Hotel (www.antlers.com) has a bar
menu featuring burgers, sandwiches, fish tacos, and chicken wings
and a cozy pub atmosphere, with a
polished wood bar and high tables.
Showcasing Colorado brews, it’s
known for its happy hour. MO
— Maryann Hammers is a freelance
writer based in California. Her last feature
article for Military Officer was “Military
Lodging Top Picks,” June 2013.
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